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Rehearsals for Retirement
2007, digital video, color, sound, 12 minutes

The days grow longer for smaller prizes

I feel a stranger to all surprises

You can have them I don't want them

I wear a different kind of garment

In my rehearsals for retirement

The lights are cold again they dance below
me

I turn to old friends they do not know me
All but the beggar he remembers

I put a penny down for payment

In my rehearsals for retirement

Had I known the end would end in laughter
I tell my daughter it doesn't matter...

- Phil Ochs, Rehearsals for Retirement
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Last Days In A Lonely Place
2007, digital video, b&w, sound, 22 minutes

Farewell my friends
Farewell my dear ones
If I was rude

Forgive my weakness

Goodbye my friends
Goodbye to evening parties
Remember me

In the spring

To work for your bread
Soon you must leave
Remember your families
And work for your children

I don't need much

and the older I become
I realize

My friendships

Will carry me over
any course of distance
any cause of sorrow
My friends that last
Will dance one more time with me.
I don't need words
This, I need.

- Polly Jean Harvey, Before Departure
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Still Raining, Still Dreaming

2009, digital video, color, sound, 12 min

Like Rain it sounded till it curved
And then I knew ‘twas Wind—

It walked as wet as any Wave

But swept as dry as sand—

When it had pushed itself away

To some remotest Plain

A coming as of Hosts was heard
That was indeed the Rain—

It filled the Wells, it pleased the Pools
It warbled in the Road—

It pulled the spigot from the Hills
And let the Floods abroad—

It loosened acres, lifted seas

The sites of Centres stirred Then like
Elijah rode away

Upon a Wheel of Cloud.

Emily Dickinson, Like Rain it sounded till
it curved

Rainy day, rain all day

Ain’t no use in gettin uptight

Just let it groove its own way

Let it drain your worries away yeah
Lay back and groove on a rainy day
hey

Lay back and dream on a rainy day
Lay back and groove on a rainy day
Lay back

Oh yeah'!

Jimi Hendrix, Still Raining, Still Dreaming
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PSALM IV: VALLEY OF THE SHADOW, HD digital video,
color, stereo sound, 2013

THE EMBLAZONED APPARITIONS, 720p, color, stereo
sound, 2013

THE ETERNAL COURTSHIP, I-Pad movie, 1 minute, color,
stereo sound, 2013

AMERICAN FALLS - 6-channel high definition digital video
installation, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C,,
spring 2010

STILL RAINING, STILL DREAMING - high definition digital
video, sound 2009

EMPIRE - high definition digital video, sound, 2008 (also
installation)

LAST DAYS IN A LONELY PLACE, digital video, sound, 2007
REHEARSALS FOR RETIREMENT, digital video, sound,
2007

CROSSROAD (with Mark LaPore), digital video, sound,
2005

TWILIGHT PSALM 1II: “Night of the Meek”, 16mm, sound,
2002

SEASONS... (with Stan Brakhage), 16mm, silent, 2002
TWILIGHT PSALM I: “The Lateness of the Hour”, 16mm,
sound, 1999

TWILIGHT PSALM II: “Walking Distance”, 16mm, sound,
1999

YES, 1 SAID YES, I WILL, YES, 16mm, sound, 1999
CONSCRESCENCE (with Stan Brakhage), 16mm, silent,
1996

THE SNOWMAN, 16mm, sound, 1995

BI-TEMPORAL VISION: THE SEA (original footage for Ken
Jacobs’ Nervous System), 1995 THE EXQUISITE HOUR -
(16mm revision), sound, 1994

REMAINS TO BE SEEN - (16mm revision) - sound, 1994
ELEMENTARY PHRASES, (with Stan Brakhage) - 16mm,
silent, 1994

CLEPSYDRA, 16mm, silent, 1992

THE SECRET GARDEN, 16mm, silent, 1988

AS IF WE , 16mm, silent, 1980

NOCTURNE, 16mm, silent, 1980

THE PASSAGE OF THE BRIDE, 16mm, silent, 1978

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS OF FILMS

CAI-Contemporary Art Institute, Sapporo, 2014

Musée national d’art moderne, Paris, 2014

National Gallery of Art, Washington DC, 2014

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco, CA, 2013
Redcat Cinema, LA, CA, 2013

“Video Jam”, Manchester, UK, 2013

Arts of the Moving Image, Duke, University 2013

Young Projects Gallery, Los Angeles, CA, 2013

Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh, NY, 2013

Everson Museum, Syracuse, NY, 2013

Museum of the Moving Image, NY, 2012

Ann Arbor International Film Festival, 2012

London Film Festival, 2011

Tate Modern, UK (2 show retrospective)2011

New York Film Festival, 2010

National Gallery of Art, 2010

American Falls installation at Corcoran Gallery of Art, D.C,,
2010

Harvard Film Archive, 2009

Massachusetts College of Art, 2009

Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus, Ohio, 2008
Anthology Film Archives Leeds Film Festival, UK, 2007
California Institute of the Arts, 2005

Cinema Project, Portland, Oregon, Retrospective, 2004
Tama Arts University, Tokyo, 2003

Stan Brakhage/Phil Solomon Retrospective, Yokohama,
2003

Third Text: City University of Hong Kong Festival, 2003
Museum of Modern Art NY, 1999 (1994, 1990)

The Art Gallery of Ontario, 1998

Harvard Film Archive, Cambridge, Ma., 1994

Stadkino Cinema, Vienna, 1994

Arsenal Cinema, Berlin, 1994

Filmmuseum Royale, Brussels, 1994

Stuc Cinema, Leuven, 1994

Het Cinema Festival, Antwerp, 1993

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bordwell, David. "Solomonic Judgments," from Observa-
tions on Film Art.
http://www.davidbordwell.net/blog/2012/05/07 /solom
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Marks, Laura U. “Loving a Disappearing Image”, from
Touch: Sensuous Theory and Multisensory Media, University
of Minnesota Press, pp. 95-96

Powers, John. “Darkness on the Edge of Town: Film Meets
Digital in Phil Solomon's In Memoriam (Mark LaPore),”
October #137, M.L.T PRESS, Summer 2011, pp. 84-106
Sicinski, Michael. “Phil Solomon Enters San Andreas and
Emerges, Not Unscathed: Notes on Two Recent Works,”
Cinemascope, Issue 30, 2007,
(http://academichack.net/solomon.htm)

Sitney, P. Adams, “The End of the Twentieth Century,”
from Visionary Film: The American Avant-Garde 1943-2000,
Third Edition, Oxford University Press, 2002, p. 431
Young, Paul. “Celluoid Canvas: Film as an Artistic Medium,”
Art Cinema, Taschen Books, 2009, pp 64-65

Yue, Genevieve. “View From the Falls: Collective memory
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age Source, July 2010
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the-falls-20100713)
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